June 21, 2000

97-56

Amendnent of Rule 2.402 of
the M chigan Court Rul es

On order of the Court, notice of the proposed changes
and an opportunity for coment in witing and at a public
hearing having been provided, and consideration having been
given to the comments received, the foll owi ng amendnent of Rul es
2.402 of the Mchigan Court Rules is adopted, to be effective
Sept enber 1, 2000.

[ The present | anguage is anmended as indicated bel ow. ]

RULE 2. 402 USE OF COVMUNI CATI ON EQUI PVENT
(A [ Unchanged. ]

(B) Use. A court may, on its own initiative or on the witten
request of a party, direct that communi cati on equi pment be
used for a notion hearing, pretrial conference, scheduling
conference, or status conference. The court nmust give
notice to the parties before directing on its own
initiative that comuni cati on equi pnent be used. A party-s
wanting to use communication equipnent npust submt a
witten request must—be—+rmde to the court at |east 7 days
before the day on whi ch the—eoemrunteationr such equi pnment is
sought to be used, and serve a copy nfust—be—servet on the
other parties, unless good cause 1S shown to waive this
requi rement. The requesting party also nmust provide a copy
of the request to the office of the judge to whom the
request is directed. The court may, with the consent of
all parties or for good cause, direct that the testi nony of
a witness be taken through communication equipnent. A
verbatimrecord of the proceeding nust still be nade.

(C) Burden of Expense. The party who initiates the use of
communi cation equi pnent shall ay the cost for its use,
unless the court otherwise directs. If the use of
communi cation equipnent is initiated by the court, Fthe
cost for its the use ef—the—ecomuntcation—egurphrent is to
be shared equally, unless the court otherw se directs.

Staff Comment : The June 21, 2000 anendnments of MCR
2.402 (B) and (C), effective Septenmber 1, 2000, added a




scheduling conference to the list of proceedings for which
conmuni cati on equi pmrent may be used, all owed discretion for |ate
requests, required that a copy of the request be provided to the
office of the judge to whom it is directed, and assigned the
cost for using communi cati on equi pnent to the requesting party.

The staff comment is published only for the benefit of the bench
and bar and is not an authoritative construction by the Court.



June 21, 2000

97-56

Proposed Anendnent of
Rul e 3.101 of the
M chi gan Court Rul es

On order of the Court, notice of the proposed changes
and an opportunity for comment in witing and at a public
heari ng having been provided, and consideration having been
given to the coments received, the Court is not persuaded that
t he proposed anendnent of Rule 3.101 of the M chigan Court Rul es
shoul d be made.



